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MEDIA AND MESSAGES

Ethics in Media Coverage of Child Sexual Abuse

Presented by Sally J. Laskey and Tracy Cox, National Sexual Violence Resource Center



TODAY'S WORKSHOP IS A SAFE PLACE

Thank you for being here

EMational Sexual Violence Resource Center, 2013
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LEARNING OBJECTIVES

Identify opportunities and challenges
posed by high-profile cases

Identify multiple approaches to sexual assault
awareness surrounding high-profile cases

Develop ideas for partnerships that will sustain

positive advocacy and prevention efforts after
news coverage of high-profile case fades away
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PRACTICAL TIPS FOR YOU

The sky's the limit.

Tips to help you gain
momentum when dealing
with high-profile cases are
noted by this symbol.
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WHAT COMES TO MIND ...

When you hear the word

MEDIA
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TRY LOOKING AT IT THIS WAY  (ow

M P MESSAGING
E

EFFECTIVENESS

D PP DISTRIBUTION
|

IMPACT

ADVOCACY
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RURAL REALITIES
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DID YOU TALK ABOUT STEUBENVILLE?

M MESSAGING: WHAT WE SAID

Did you use the national news to talk about
the broader issue of sexual violence?

Here's 3 things we focused on:

e Support for survivors & believing victims
e The role of bystanders & social media

e Offender behaviors
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WHAT YOU CAN TALK ABOUT

MESSAGING: PICK 2-3

e Support & services for survivors

e Provide factual info, stats & dispel myths

e Discuss laws, policies or trainings

e Tips on prevention, making communities safer
e Give referrals to other agencies & experts
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RESPONDING TO CASES (e

EFFECTIVENESS

e Don't be afraid to ask for help. Partner with others.
e Create a wish list. Breakdown & assign tasks.

o |dentify key themes to address
e Create general, topical talking points

e Develop press releases, letters to the editor & blogs
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GETTING THE MESSAGE OUT

DISTRIBUTION

e Identify your local & regional news organizations

e Create a media distribution list for outreach
o Keep up with news online & via social media
e Update your website & social media sites

e Train staff fielding requests

e Journalists expect timely responses
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THE INTERNET WAS OUR FRIEND
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WORKING WITH THE MEDIA
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LOOKING AT THE RIPPLE EFFECT (am

IMPACT: ON SURVIVORS

e Survivors everywhere are watching & listening

e Let people know that healing is possible,
& how everyone can be supportive/helpful

o Ask reporters to include your website,
hotline number, etc., in their news coverage
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HOW HAS THIS IMPACTED SURVIVORS?
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LOOKING AT THE RIPPLE EFFECT (am

IMPACT: ON YOU & STAFF

e This work is intense. These cases will impact you,
your staff & reporters.

e Be mindful of trigger warnings
e Be aware of vicarious/secondary trauma
e Have supports in place & be flexible

WWW.NSVRC.ORG






HOW HAS THIS IMPACTED THE MOVEMENT?

AY,
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PREPARE TO BE BUSY

ADVOCACY

o New partnerships & activism

e Interviews, trainings & workshops

o Policy revisions & legislative changes

e More survivor stories emerge, needs increase
e Future high-profile cases
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ADVOCACY: THE WORK CONTINUES
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FREE ONLINE COURSE FOR MEDIA (g

Home » Courses » Reporiing on Sexual Violence

Reporting on Sexual Violence

Crimes of sexual violence are among the most undemraported crimes in our sociaty
Compounding the problem Is that media coverage of these crimes often perpetuales
stereotypes and cultural myths, rather than providing context and increasing
understanding or awareness of sexual violence

One in five people will experience sexual violence; reporters cannot avoid this
complex and challenging topic. But covering sexual viclence requires context — an
understanding of who perpetrates these crimes, who is affected, and how sexual
violence can be prevented. it also requires sensitivity, compassion and
professionalism, both in interviewing survivors and in choosing the words 1o honestly
and clearly describe theze crimes

This self-directed course provides necessary context to understanding crimes of

sexual violence that target individuals of all ages and backgrounds. It dispels the Reporting on Sexual

many myths surrounding sexually violent crimes and suggests strategies for telling Violence

the truth about sexual violence through accurate language, reporting, headiines and

Self Directed Course

This $29.95 course is free
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HELP CONTACT PRESS ROOM

NEWSU COURSES:

Covering Child Sex Abuse: Lessons
from the Sandusky Story

Covering Sexual Assaull
Journaksm and Trauma

Trauma Awareness: What Every
Journalist Needs to Know

Introduction to Ethical Decision-
Making

On the Beat: Covering Cops and
Crime

On the Beat: Covering the Courls
POYNTER CONTENT:

Resources for Covering Sexual
Abuse of Children

Highlights from an Interview with




RESOURCES TO HELP

e« NSVRC's media packet: http://tinyurl.com/9c74ex3

e Steubenville-related resources:
www.oaesv.org/response

e NSVRC & Poynter’s free online course for
journalists: http://tinyurl.com/c33yn2b

e Poynter’s resources on child sexual abuse:
http://tinyurl.com/cluxtha

e National Plan to Prevent Child Sexual Abuse
& Exploitation: www.nsvrc.org/news/11692
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THANK YOU FOR ATTENDING

National Sexual Violence Resource Center
WWW.NSVrc.org

Email: resources@nsvrc.org
Call: (877)739-3895
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