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Analysis of Rolling Stone’s ‘A Rape on Campus’ 
The Columbia School of Journalism’s analysis of Rolling Stone’s “A Rape on Campus” comes at a critical time. 
The National Sexual Violence Resource Center is in the midst of Sexual Assault Awareness Month and this 
year’s campaign focuses on preventing sexual assault on campuses. 

First, we hope the fallout from the Rolling Stone article doesn’t discourage victims from speaking out. Research 
has shown that, in the vast majority of cases, victims of sexual assault are telling the truth.1  Trauma impacts 
memory. It is common for details to be delayed or blurry, but it does not signify that an entire story is 
inaccurate. In fact, lapses in recollection may indicate that something traumatic did happen.2

That is why it is important for journalists to connect the dots with thorough reporting and fact-checking. 
This can be done accurately while being sensitive to the needs of someone who has been affected by sexual 
violence. 

NSVRC urges all media outlets to educate themselves about the complexities of reporting on sexual assault and 
train staff so they are equipped to accurately report on this issue. To aid reporters in their work, NSVRC teamed 
up with Poynter Institute’s NewsU to create a free, online course for journalists reporting on sexual violence. 
NSVRC has additional resources available, including a media packet with facts and statistics on sexual violence. 

The media plays a crucial role in telling these important stories. Through their work, journalists can provide 
factual information and contribute to building well-informed, safer communities. 

The National Sexual Violence Resource Center leads the U.S. in providing professional support to local and state anti-sexual violence organizations. 
NSVRC collaborates with partners nationwide to create research-based resources that focus on how to prevent and respond to sexual violence. The 
organization has the nation’s largest library of resources on sexual violence and prevention. To learn more, go to nsvrc.org.
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