	Sexual Violence Against People with Developmental Disabilities

Awareness Week – March 26-30


March is celebrated as Developmental Disabilities Awareness Month.  This provides a great opportunity to combine efforts to raise awareness about sexual violence in this high risk community. 

Statistics

· It is estimated that as many as 83% of females and 32% of males with developmental disabilities are the victims of sexual assault (Davis1997; PAI 2003; WCASA 2003).

· 79% of people with developmental disabilities who are victims of sexual violence were victimized more than once; 49% will experience 10 or more incidents of sexual assault (Sobsey 2000; WCASA 2003).

· It is estimated that only 3-25% of sexual abuse cases involving people with developmental disabilities are ever reported (Davis 1997; Petersilia 2001; WCASA 2003; Horner-Johnson and Drum 2006).

· 95-99% of offenders of sexual violence against people with developmental disabilities were known to the victim (Davis 1997; Nosek and Howland 1998) and most often hold positions of trust and authority such as, caregivers, attendants, family members, drivers, etc. (Collier 2006).

Risk Factors

· Lack of sex education which contributes to limited knowledge of sexually appropriate versus inappropriate behaviors, and lack of ability to fully consent to sexual activities (Davis 1997; Griffiths 2000; Petersilia 2001; PAI 2003; Elman 2005).

· Lack of knowledge of what constitutes abuse and lack of ability to recognize behaviors that may lead to abuse (Davis 1997; Petersilia 2001; Powers et al 2002; PAI 2003).

· Socialization that encourages compliance (Davis 1007; Curry et al 2001; Petersilia 2001; PAI 2003).

· Inadequate training and supervision of caregivers (e.g., ability to recognize signs of abuse and/or raise the issue with clients; ability to assist in reporting) (Curry et al 2001; Petersilia 2001; Gust et al 2003; PAI 2003).

Ideas for Working with the DD Community

· Involve the DD community in planning and implementing Awareness Week and SAAM activities.

· Cross-train staff on issues of sexual violence and developmental disabilities.

· Invite DD providers to participate on the local SART.

To find out who the DD service providers in your community are, visit:

· County DD Programs: www.oregon.gov/DHS/dd/county/county_programs.shtml

· Vocational and Rehabilitation Programs: www.oregon.gov/DAS/SSD/SPO/qrf-list.shtml

· Service Brokerages: www.arcoregon.org/staley_brokerage.htm

· ARC Chapters: www.arcoregon.org/chapter_contacts.htm

· Other services: www.oregonddcoalition.org/?q=node/4
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