	What You Can Do in 

Communities of Color 


OCADSV would like to encourage you to consider the unique experiences of communities of color as they face issues related to sexual assault. By focusing some of your SAAM activities and events on these underserved populations you help communities move beyond the “one size fits all” approach to prevention and awareness campaigns. Below you will find some examples of activities.  We have tried to provide you with a variety, anywhere from simple to plan to more elaborate organizing.  Each event may be adjusted to fit your needs and the needs of the underserved in your community. Many events you can continue throughout the year and even to use as fundraisers for your agency.

More information on sexual assault in communities of color can be found on the OCADSV websites: www.ocadsv.com 

Candlelight Vigil

It is easy to focus this event on survivors of color and underserved populations.  You can partner with a church, ethnic or gender studies department at your local university or community college, to host a vigil.  This can even happen at several places in your community throughout the month. For example, Vigils focusing on the unsolved sexual assault and murders of over 100 young Women in Juarez Mexico will help raise awareness of the plight of women of color internationally. Check www.now.org for more info on “women of Juarez”.    

Working with your Local School System
· Combine a prevention education program for middle school students with an essay contest about media messages surrounding women of color, and the impact these messages have on sexual assault.  Display essays at an open house at your agency.  Invite prominent African-American, Hispanic, Native, Asian, SE Asian, and Pacific Islander community members to judge the submissions.

· Work with a college public relations class to write and record radio public service announcements about prevention and risk reduction in communities of color.  Submit the PSAs to the college’s radio station for airtime. You can also check for local language specific radio programs and tailor you PSA to reach their audiences. 

Host a film screening

Host a screening of “NO” a feature length documentary film that explores the reality of rape and other forms of sexual assault on African-American survivors. Invite your community members to a film screening at your center, a university lecture room, or a locally owned cinema.  Have a facilitated debriefing after the movie is over. Please contact the OCADSV, for other ideas for culturally specific film or videos. 

Partner with Community Organizations 

Connect with local community based programs in your area that serve the underserved population you want to reach. Many of the programs that reach communities of color or underserved populations don’t have sexual assault specific programs. Collaborate and develop a coordinated prevention message, events, and fundraisers. The connections built can lead to culturally relevant responses to sexual assault in your community. 

Library & Book Stores

Partnering with your local library can provide your program with several options.  Set up a display with culturally relevant books, brochures and other materials that focus on SA in underserved communities. Local Book stores can also be asked to set a display up for the month of April, or perhaps even for a week.  Be ready with a book list. Focus both on sexual assault in communities of color and/or underserved populations as well as the services your agency has to offer.  Consider hosting a reading at the library and possibly bringing in an author or poet to talk about their sexual-violence related work.   

Educate yourself about Communities of Color

Check these websites for more information: 

www.arte-sana.com

www.womenofcolornetwork.org

www.charityadvantage.com 

