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A More Inclusive SAAM Event

SAAM is an opportunity to connect with underserved survivor populations, as well as those who should be an active part of the anti-rape movement in your area. Who are these populations? College students, members of minority communities such as Latin, African or Asian Americans, those with disabilities, people living in poverty, gay/lesbian/bisexual/transgender (GLBT) folks – the list can go on. 

For SAAM 2007, please consider joining with new communities and cultures. Your events will be richer and their impact far greater. 
Some suggestions for reaching out:

· Go to the source. Visit with pastors in inner city churches, attend a meeting of your local Latino Coalition, or seek out GLBT service agencies. Ask them how best to reach people in their communities.

· Invite multicultural participants to your event. Invite multicultural food vendors to donate food. Create a multicultural forum on sexual violence and anti-rape movements in other cultures. Design events that appeal to a variety of backgrounds and kinds of experience. 


· Print SAAM materials in multiple languages. You might ask for volunteer translators from local universities or groups that celebrate a certain culture.

· Add sign language and other language translators to your event.

· Make sure march/parade pathways are wheelchair and family friendly.

· Hold your event at a new venue – an inner city community center, a temple, or a location that is more centrally located to your entire community.

· Advertise SAAM events in places marginalized/underserved populations might utilize. For example, minority radio stations/newspapers, health departments, churches, community centers, student unions, family planning clinics, convenience stores, laundromats, bars, and homeless shelters.

“But I have found my work to be far more effective when I start from the 
premise that the change, ideas and strategies appropriate to a situation are 
imbedded in the culture or group involved, waiting to be uncovered.”            

–Fran Peavy


