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Inviting Your Local Policy Makers

Your SAAM event provides you with an excellent opportunity to bolster your relationships with local officials and help them learn more about your program and services. Policy makers love to attend community events to show their support, mingle with voters and benefit from the opportunity for good press. Officials who have a positive experience with your program, a deeper understanding of what you do and an emotional connection with your work are more likely to say “yes” when you need to ask for their help in the future. 

Before April 5th
 Identify policy makers.

· Create a list with the names and numbers of the local officials you want to include such as the mayor, state attorney, judges, chief of police, sheriff, county and/or city commissioners and local legislators.

· If you don’t know who your local legislators are, go to www.vote-smart.org and enter your zip code.
Invite policy makers.

· Extend a written invitation to the April 5th event at least 1 month before the event.

· Follow up the invitation with a phone call at least three weeks before the event.

· If someone on your board or a donor has a personal relationship with a policy maker, ask them to make a personal invitation.

· If the official can’t come, ask them to send someone to represent them.

· Be persistent, and don’t be intimidated—they need you as much as you need them.

On April 5th 

Provide a high-profile role for policy makers in your event.

· Assign staff or volunteers to greet officials and make them feel welcome.

· Allow them to say a few words.

· Ask them to pose for pictures with staff and board members.

After April 5th
Follow up with policy makers.

· Send a hand-written thank-you note to each official that attended.

· Guard your investment. Whether or not the official is able to come, follow-up some time in the next three months and invite them to tour your center or have lunch with you and board members.
“If we have the courage and tenacity of our forebears, who stood firmly like a rock against the lash of slavery, we shall find a way to do for our day what they did for theirs.” -Mary McLeod Bethune
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