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Expand Your Reach
For this year’s SAAM, consider creating a MySpace page 
for your program and your 2007 SAAM event.

From the article, “The MySpace Phenomenon,” by Patrick Carlson. 

To read the full article, visit:

http://www.kvnews.com/articles/2006/04/01/news/news03.txt

“MySpace, created in 2003, has more than 66 million members, with 255,000 more joining every day according to a recent report in the Financial Times. The Web site lets members build their own pages, create their own URLs, post photos, blogs and music.

Beyond giving people an easy and convenient presence on the Net, MySpace is best known for connecting people with other members through a networking process where users create a group of friends. Through this group, which for many members includes dozens or even hundreds of people, users post messages on each other’s pages, send bulletins and organize events.

A recent walkout by more than 36,000 high school students in Los Angeles County to protest federal immigration legislation was organized in part through communicating on MySpace, according to the Associated Press.

Hugely popular with young people, MySpace has become the primary form of communication for many of them…”
Why MySpace for SAAM?

MySpace has become a networking hot spot for folks of high school and college age. It is also a place where these same young people are targeted by offenders of all ages. To show our presence here is akin to doing outreach in colleges and nightclubs. It’s where the action–and danger–is.
MySpace will also provide us with the opportunity to link with each other, recruit volunteers, and advertise SAAM events across the state. We’ll link to your program as a ‘friend’ and you can do the same, so that anyone who visits our page can connect to you, as well. 

To see the FCASV Sexual Assault Awareness Month 2007 MySpace page:

http://www.myspace.com/saam2007
Read our ‘blog’ (weblog) on the upper right part of the page to see our disclaimers about adding friends and comments. You may want to do something similar to protect yourselves and the people who post on your page. Or, if all of this sounds too overwhelming, you can choose only to add other programs as friends, and to accept no comments at all. (See below: To Set Your Friends/Comments/Privacy preferences)

Confused? Begin with a tour…

http://collect.myspace.com/misc/tour_1.html
When you sign up after the tour, you’ll be given some options. These are things you can include on your page, such as Interests & Personality, Name, Basic Info, Background & Lifestyle, Sound, and Video. You can fill out as many of these as you like or leave them black. See the FCASV page for a sense of what might apply for your program. 

And if you still can’t figure it out, ask the teenager in your life to give you a hand!

Your page doesn’t have to be complicated. You can use the format MySpace provides and simply fill in the blanks. Or, you can add pictures, video, write your own ‘blogs’–the possibilities are pretty much endless. 

Here’s a clarification on one thing that may confuse you, though. MySpace is set up so each page represents a person. So, while it is OK for organizations to have pages, in the ‘basic info’ section you’ll still be asked to fill in a few person-specific blanks, like date of birth. We recommend selecting a birth year that puts your profile squarely within the college age group. 
Once you’ve created your page, MySpace will ask if you’d like to email friends to notify them that you’ve posted a profile. By all means do so – and include us so we know you’re up and running! Email Faith MacIntyre: fmacintyre@fcasv.org 

To Set Your Friends/Comments/Privacy Preferences

Go to ‘account settings,’  (see below) then select ‘privacy settings.’ 
Hello, StopRapeFL! 
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View My:
Profile | Pics | Videos | Blog 
	Edit Profile 

Account Settings

Add/Edit Photos

Add/Change Videos 


Once you’re at the ‘privacy settings’, we recommend the following:

	Who Can View My Full Profile
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	My Friends Only
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	Public 


	Privacy Settings
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	Friend Requests - Require email or last name
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	Comments - approve before posting
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	Hide Online Now
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	Show My Birthday to my Friends
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	Photos - No Forwarding
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	Blog Comments - Friends Only
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	Friend Requests - No Bands



	


	Group Invite Privacy Settings

	Block Group Invites From:
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	Everyone (including my friends)


	Event Invite Privacy Settings

	Block Event Invites From:
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	Everyone (including my friends)


This is the first year we’ve tried this and there are bound to be some kinks. If you have any questions, please contact Faith MacIntyre 850-297-2000 x19. 
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