(Your Letterhead)

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

            

CONTACT: (Name)


( Today’s Date)






(phone number)

(Your Program’s Name) Brings Sexual Assault Awareness Month to (Your Community)
(Your Program’s Name) (led a downtown rally/marched to take back the night/held a candlelight vigil/, etc.—insert your event here), joining 25 Florida communities in commemorating National Sexual Assault Awareness Day. 

(Insert information about your specific event.  Include VIP speakers, partner agencies, any specific activities—i.e. survivor artists read poetry, toy boats representing number of survivors in your county were released in local lake, 200 people marched to Take Back the Night).

(Important local person—sheriff/mayor/state attorney/head of partner organization or executive director of your program), keynote speaker at (event name), stressed the importance of giving voice to survivors of sexual violence.  “Far too many people – men, women, and children – are touched by sexual violence.  Last year alone (Insert Number) people reported incidents of sexual violence in (Name of Your County).”   

(Important local person—sheriff/mayor/state attorney) thanked (Your Program’s Name) for its work to end sexual violence.  “(Your Program’s Name) serves a crucial role in our community.  The importance of their work cannot be overstated. They make (Your County’s Name) a better place to live, work, worship, and play.”
(Your Program’s Director) emphasized the importance of National Sexual Assault Awareness Day.  “This is a day when we come together as a community, a state, and a nation to recognize the struggles and victories of survivors of sexual violence.  There’s been enough violence and enough silence. It’s time to work together to make a change.”  

The Florida Department of Health Sexual Violence Prevention Program and Florida Council Against Sexual Violence (FCASV), the state coalition of rape crisis centers, sponsor Florida’s Sexual Assault Awareness Day activities each year.  To contact the Florida Department of Health Sexual Violence Prevention Program call (850) 245-4455 or visit their website at http://www.doh.state.fl.us/family/SVPP/index.html.  FCASV can be reached at (888) 956-7273 or through their website at www.fcasv.org.
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