
Reading, Understanding & Evaluating Research

G l o s s a r y  o f  r e s e a r c h  t e r m s

This glossary is presented to assist advocates in understanding 

commonly used terms when reading, understanding and evaluating 

research. This glossary drew from several sources, which are listed at 

the end of this document. These resources can be helpful to advocates 

who wish to learn more about understanding and evaluating research.

ANONYMITY

CAUSATION

CORRELATION

 � Note: 

 � Example: 

CONFIDENTIALITY

DEPENDENT VARIABLE

EPISTEMOLOGY

EXPERIMENTAL DESIGNS



Glossary

 � Classic Experimental Design:

 � Post-Test Only Control Group Design: 

 � Quasi-Experimental Designs:

 � Nonequivalent Control Group Design: 

 � Time Series Design: 

 � Multiple Time Series Design: 

INDEPENDENT VARIABLE

INFORMED CONSENT



Research Terms

META-ANALYSIS

METHODOLOGY

MORTALITY

PLACEBO FACTORS 

QUALITATIVE RESEARCH

 � Note: 

QUALITATIVE DATA COLLECTION

 � Observation:



Glossary

 � Personal Interviewing and Focus Groups: 

 � Use of Documents: 

QUANTITATIVE RESEARCH

QUANTITATIVE DATA

RANDOM SAMPLE 

RANDOM ASSIGNMENT

RELIABILITY



Research Terms

SAMPLING

 �  Probability Sampling:

 � Non-Probability Sampling

SATURATION

STATISTICAL TERMS OR 
CALCULATIONS USED IN RESEARCH

 �  Mean:

 � Median:



Glossary



Research Terms

 � Mode:

 � Variability:

 � Range: 

 � Standard Deviation: 

TRIANGULATION

VALIDITY 

 �  Content Validity:

 �  Face Validity: 

 �  Criterion Validity:

 � Concurrent Validity:

 �  Construct Validity:

THREATS TO INTERNAL VALIDITY

 � Maturation:



 � Testing:

 � Instrumentation: 

NOTE: If an instrument can be empirically 
demonstrated to have validity, then  it can  
generally be assumed to have adequate 
reliability. However, a reliable instrument  may  
not be valid. 
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